Good Morning Everyone,

I wanted to share the information below that I received regarding Distantly.ca. This is a platform that available to businesses across Canada (really it's for all of North America) so any of you can sign up to be a part of it. I have attached the PR release (the City of Toronto, TABIA and Digital Main Street all support this program) and Introduction document to this email for your review.

I hope this information is helpful, this as another opportunity for support.  If you visit the site and start typing in any business name (in North America) in the search box on the home page, businesses will pop up and can be selected, when you hit the Support button you'll get a pop-up window that they are not on Distantly yet but can provide your email to be notified when they are. If they are already on the site you will be taken to their page. Every business has their own photo, a link to their website beside their name, the same generic description for distantly.ca and the contribution payment option.

There is working being done on an advanced search function right now that will include regional searches, business type, etc. Darryl from Digital Main Street is working with the developers on this and is the lead contact for BIAs, he can be reached at darryl.julott@digitalmainstreet.ca. TABIA, the City of Toronto and Digital Main Street do not own this site or platform but DMS is reaching out to the developers with feedback and ideas as it grows.

This entire platform is still being built and businesses are being added constantly. Thank you all for expressing interest on this, I hope this information is helpful for you. Please let me know if I can help in any other way.
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A New Grassroots Crowd-Funding Platform to Support Small Businesses

Distantly.ca Enables Individuals to Donate Directly to Keep Local Businesses Afloat 





Toronto, April 14, 2020 – This week, a group of Canadians launched Distantly.ca, an online donation platform that allows community members to make direct donations to small businesses, helping cover overhead costs during the Covid-19 crisis. The aim is to lessen the impact of non-essential closures on neighbourhood businesses like local coffee shops, restaurants, hair and nail salons etc., by enabling their customers to continue supporting those businesses until they are able to re-open. 



Distantly.ca is a benevolent initiative powered by Buildable, a Toronto-based technology firm, and is the brainchild of Susan McArthur, former partner at a venture capital fund, Daniel Spataro, CEO & Co-Founder of Buildable Technologies, and Moe Katib, CTO & Co-Founder of Buildable Technologies.



The platform provides a simple, web- and mobile-based application that is both easy to use and secure.  Businesses can sign up through the secure portal. Community members can then geo-locate the businesses they wish to support and enter an amount via their credit card. That donation is then delivered directly to the business. All transactions are processed through Stripe. Simply put, through the application, customers locate the businesses they wish to support and then Distantly.ca securely processes a direct payment from them to the business(es) of choice. 



“Local businesses are important to the fabric and well-being of every community,” said Susan McArthur. “I wanted to find a scalable solution so other Canadians could easily help their local businesses by providing some needed cash flow. I knew Canadians would not want their local merchants, boarded up as a result of Covid-19. Donations made through Distantly.ca will help to cover everything from payroll to rent and hopefully ensure that our vital local businesses survive and continue to serve our communities for years to come.”  



“As entrepreneurs, both Moe and I know first-hand how grueling it is to own a business. A lot of sacrificed personal time with family and friends goes into it,” said Daniel Spataro, who, together with his Buildable Co-Founder, Moe Katib, and their team of product managers, engineers, and designers, developed the Distantly platform. “We’d imagine almost every business owner can say they’ve shared the same level of sacrifice. When non-essential businesses were closed, we felt compelled to use the resources, technology and team at our disposal at Buildable to help fellow business owners. You can’t serve food or give someone a haircut over Zoom, unfortunately, and yet, without these types of businesses, our city, and our country, wouldn’t look and feel the same. In our opinion, it’s critical that mainstreet gets through this pandemic along with the rest of us” 



The team behind Distantly.ca recently completed beta-testing of the platform, working with a few small businesses in Toronto, including Totum Life Science. 



“It’s been exciting to see this platform come together,” said Stacy Irvine, co-founder of Totum Life Science. “It’s been an incredibly challenging time for our business, and for many of our friends and neighbours who also operate small businesses in our community. We want to retain and sustain our staff. We need to continue to pay rent and keep our businesses alive. But it’s daunting when we can’t generate any income. Our clients have told us they want to help, and we are so grateful for this new platform they can use to support us.”



Thanks to the very generous support of the benefactors involved in the Distantly project, only a very small percentage of every donation is used to cover the very basic transaction costs associated with giving (3.0-4.0%, depending on the credit card used). 



Distantly.ca is a proud initiative of Susan McArthur, Daniel Spataro and Moe Katib.  They brought together a working group of a number of others who wanted to support the initiative, including Susan’s brother David McArthur, strategic communications firm Enterprise, business association groups TABIA and Digital Main Street, Migeotte and Migeotte for translation services and others.



For more information, contact: 



Courtney DeCaire, Enterprise

cdecaire@enterprisecanada.com

(289) 407 8298
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Introducing Distantly.ca

A tool to help business owners alleviate overwhelming expenses, like rent
and payroll, during these tough and unexpected times amidst COVID-19

@ o www.distantly.ca

o| distantly

part of Buildable

Safely support local
business from a distance

You're doing your part to keep your distance during COVID-19.
Local businesses are doing their part to keep their employees
and bills paid. We're here to help everyone do both.

Q Finda

SUPPORT

Local Businesses on Distantly

Explore some of the recently-joined businesses on the network

Add my business

LOGIN

ol





Searching to find a business

Customers, friends and family can search to find their favourite local

businesses on the platform, like restaurants, retail stores and coffee shops.

@ o www.distantly.ca

o| distantly

part of Buildable

Safely support local
business from a distance

You're doing your part to keep your distance during COVID-19.

Local businesses are doing their part to keep their employees
and bills paid. We're here to help everyone do both.

Q totum

Totum Life Science: King

King Street West, Toronto, ON, Canada

Totum Life Science: Roxborough

Roxborough Street East, Toronto, ON, Canada

Totuma Venezuelan Food
Mountain Springs Road, Antioch, TN, USA

Totum Health
East 85th Street, New York, NY, USA

9 © © 9© o

Totum Life Science: Medisys

Bay Street, Toronto, ON, Canada

Local Businesses on Distantly

Explore some of the recently-joined businesses on the network

Add my business LOGIN

ol





Making a contribution, instantly

Once on a business page, anyone can enter a custom contribution amount,
add their credit card details and securely send support direct to the business

www.distantly.ca/totum

Totum Life Science @

© King Street West, Toronto, ON, Canada

Welcome to our verified business profile on Distantly. Using the Make a Contribution section on this page, you'll be
able to quickly, easily and securely support us, while still abiding by the social distancing restrictions we all need to
follow due to COVID-19. All contribution amounts are greatly appreciated during these extremely difficult times. We
cannot wait to return to regular working hours and we look forward to serving our Totum communities in the
future. Stay safe and be well! Totum LlIfe Science is a leading fitness, sports medicine and high-performance
training center. We have five locations in Toronto and we have been in business for over 20 years. We look
forward to the day when we can get back to serving the communities and people that we care so much about.

Spread the love

f in v & O =

Make a contribution | Powered by Stripe

(v

First Name Last Name

Jane Doe

Email

janedoe@gmail.com

4242 4242 4242 4242

12/23 234
@ Add a small tip to help cover Distantly's $0 v
costs

ol





Sharing a business page

Once a contribution is processed, the page can be shared on social media in a
few clicks. The contribution will be sent to the business within 48 hours

www.distantly.ca/totum

©

Thank you for your
contribution!

We've successfully collected your contribution. It will be deposited into the
business’ bank account within the next 48 hours.

Spread the message

f in v & O ™

CLOSE

ol





How to create a Business Page





Getting started

Head to www.distantly.ca and click the Add my Business button

@ o www.distantly.ca

ol distantly

part of Buildable

Safely support local
business from a distance

You're doing your part to keep your distance during COVID-19.
Local businesses are doing their part to keep their employees
and bills paid. We're here to help everyone do both.

Q, Find:

SUPPORT

Local Businesses on Distantly

Explore some of the recently-joined businesses on the network

Add my business

LOGIN

Click here!

ol



http://www.distantly.ca/



Create your account

Follow the steps by searching for your business and adding your account
info, bank details and business owner information

www.distantly.ca

Let’s look up your business

Use the search bar to quickly and easily find your business. Once you've found

it, click next to continue.

ol





Share your page

Once your done, you’ll be re-directed to your new, verified Business page. Copy
and paste the URL and share it with your community via email and social media.

o www.distantly.ca/totum

OI distantly

part of Buildable

Totum Life Science @

@® King Street West, Toronto, ON, Canada

Welcome to our verified business profile on Distantly. Using the Make a Contribution section on this page, you'll be
able to quickly, easily and securely support us, while still abiding by the social distancing restrictions we all need to
follow due to COVID-19. All contribution amounts are greatly appreciated during these extremely difficult times. We
cannot wait to return to regular working hours and we look forward to serving our Totum communities in the
future. Stay safe and be well! Totum Life Science is a leading fitness, sports medicine and high-performance

Make a contribution

Add my business

ol





Need help?

Contact support@distantly.ca
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